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Tying Bench – Grassett’s Flats Minnow,  

by Capt. Rick Grassett  
 

I developed this fly, which is in the Orvis catalog, for fishing shallow grass flats for reds, snook 

and trout. It can be fished like a crustacean or a minnow 

with a wider profile. It is lightly-weighted so you get a 

jigging-like action. This fly is light enough to be used for 

tailing reds on a thick grass bottom. It can be tied in a 

variety of colors. My favorite color is olive, but I’ve also had 

success with black, white, tan, root beer and pink. I usually 

make the wing match the body; I still use white bucktail for 

the belly and gold Flash-a-bou in the wing. You may or 

may not want to use peacock hearl with the other colors, 

but I usually do. 
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